02378 


c. 1969/03/00 



SHOOUpeBtoH^W^ 


DcCLASSlflED 


MPA Dde 




CONFIDENTIAL 


PERSONAL 


7 V p V? 

Ar<ry A 1ST 


P. S. (To throw away) 


As I am sure you sensed from Aver,ell 1 s cables 
in the last month before the Inauguration, he developed 
a very : considerable head of steam that we all, but 
specifically Ellsworth, were being much too gentle with 
the South Vietnamese. He was also the direct source 
of Hoffman's and other, stories to which Ellsworth so 
rightly and so artistically demurred. 

When Averell got. back, I was terribly afraid 
he would start blowing off steam in all directions, 
and I lunched with him in the first week to have a 
very frank discussion of the situation and to convey 
my own clear view that Ellsworth and you had done all 
that man could do — in the face of annoyihg though 
understandable attitudes and in the light of the basic 
fact that an outgoing Administration simply lacks the 
leverage to .make any kin d of threat . The bon e, that 
sticks in his throat mVh rhp A or 5 

days that Thieu literal lymade .himself unavailable 
to"Ell sworth. —l rii'lTm'nat-g»c <-haThp once had 


this' problem with Stalin an d s 
tjaedascha. 1 coicfTiim gently that a closed dictator¬ 

ship andTTrT'insensitive head of state were one thing, 
an£ Saigon and Thieu quite another -- and that any 
. snitch action by Ellsworth or an emissary would almost 
certainly have set the play back a long way. He was 
unconvinced, and we agreed to disagree. 

... So I am afraid the feeling lingers, although 
Ave^ll was on his best behavior on "Meet The Press," 
and I have not so far picked up any indications that 
he is really spouting off privately, as he has so often 
^.Svdone .in .the past. It is all a stale story now in any 
. ca-se^ and I hope*we hear no more of it. Nonetheless, 
you should, know*.. if only because of the certainty that 
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